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helium program, but then refuse to act
on a bill that would end the closure of
over 400 national parks that are visited
by millions of Americans every year?
The contradictions in their words and
actions are glaring. Such political pos-
turing is not only illogical and hypo-
critical, but the result of that pos-
turing punishes the American people.

Mr. Speaker, this does not need to
happen, and it should not happen. So I
urge the Senate Democrats and the
President to stop going out of their
way to make the government shutdown
as painful as possible, and I urge the
Senate Democrats and the President to
come to the table and negotiate an end
to this shutdown and to act today to
take the reasonable and responsible
step of passing a bill to open our parks
and memorials to America’s veterans,
families, and all U.S. citizens.

——
TRIBUTE TO RAPHAEL BELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I come to the floor today to
express condolences to the family,
friends, and parishioners of Bishop
Raphael Bell, who passed away this
past Sunday while preaching a sermon
in his pulpit. As a matter of fact, his
wife had suggested that he not go to
church, but he indicated that he would
go because he thought it might make
him feel better.

He was 90 years old. He grew up the
son of a sharecropper in Mississippi,
moved to Illinois, founded several
schools and colleges, became the senior
bishop of a diocese, well-loved, well-re-
spected, a tremendous personality. I
came to know his family when I taught
his nephew 40 years ago and have ob-
served him ever since.

I just wanted to say to his family,
friends, and parishioners that they
have been graced by the presence of a
tremendously great individual who
died doing what he liked to do, and
that is preach the Gospel.

——————

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IS KILL-
ING THE ECONOMIC ENGINE OF
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) for 5
minutes.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
every day now for the past 3 years, I
have heard from the good people of
Georgia’s Third Congressional District
about how expensive their health in-
surance costs have become and will be-
come as a result of ObamaCare. On
Tuesday, their fears of just how
unaffordable this Affordable Care Act
is became a truly bleak reality to
them.

If this train wreck of a law is truly
affordable, then why have Georgians
seen their premiums increase as much
as 300 percent on the exchanges? If it is
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affordable, then why do 57 percent of
Americans oppose ObamaCare? If this
law is affordable, then why is Ruth
from LaGrange opting to pay the pen-
alty and forgo insurance because she
and her husband can no longer afford
to pay their family’s premiums under
this Affordable Health Care Act? I
guess even if Ruth likes her plan, she
really can’t keep it. She was lied to.

One thing supporters of ObamaCare
always tout is that it will help those
who are very sick or have preexisting
conditions get access to affordable
care. Well, let me tell you about Cindy
from Newnan who is fighting a brave
battle with cancer. Much to her sur-
prise, she has been told by her doctor
that under the Affordable Care Act,
ObamacCare, some of the treatments in
medicine that make a difference in her
being sick just a few days instead of a
few weeks will no longer be covered.
What about someone who does not have
a few weeks? What are they supposed
to do? And how do we explain that to
Cindy’s children?

You know it is a sad day when em-
ployers like IBM are left with no
choice but to kick retirees off their
health care plans. What a reward to
those like David of Griffin who have
given so many years contributing to
their company’s success.

And it is not just hurting American
families. It is killing small businesses,
the economic engine of our country. I
just got a letter from Dale in La-
Grange, who is one of four owners of a
heating and air conditioning company
which self-insures their employees.

In an effort to comply with
ObamaCare, the Affordable Care Act, in
2011, the heating and air conditioning
company saw their health care costs go
up $38,000 compared to 2010. The same
thing happened in 2012. Their costs
went up almost $40,000 from 2011. This
means they went from spending $115,000
on health care for their employees in
2010 to almost $195,000 just 2 years
later.

What is just as concerning is employ-
ers who have been forced by
ObamaCare to increase their employ-
ees’ premiums and no longer offer
health insurance for spouses or chil-
dren.
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This change has been a financial dis-
aster for Melanie of Hamilton whose
husband will no longer be covered by
her employer, TSYS, a great company
in my district and a stable source of
jobs.

For 3 years, we have seen the disas-
trous consequences of this supposedly
Affordable Care Act, and in just 3 days
since the exchanges have gone live, we
have heard hundreds of stories similar
to the ones I just told. Imagine how
much worse things can become in 3
months.

But listen, it’s not just the lies we
have been told, but it’s the lies we’re
still being told—such as California re-
porting they had 5 million hits. Finally
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today, they confessed, they only had
655,000.

As I have said time and time again,
the easy solution is for the President
and my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle to join House Republicans and
agree to a l-year delay and defund, just
like he has done delay for Big Business
and his buddies. Why don’t we do it for
the American people? Why don’t we put
all of us in the same class rather than
trying to divide this country? Why
don’t we do the delay? Give them time,
if they can, to straighten out this mess
and put everybody, small businesses,
Americans, everybody, employed and
unemployed, in the same class.

———

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I was sit-
ting and listening to some of the pre-
vious speakers, and I heard more than
one, but one in particular, make the
point really forcefully that nobody
wants this government shutdown, that
universally we oppose, as Members of
Congress, keeping our government
closed. I just wish that were true.

I have been doing a lot of reading on
this and looked back at some of the re-
ports from months ago. There was a
really interesting story in a magazine
recently that described a strategy to
not adopt the budget and to force an
argument over the continuing resolu-
tion and to force the debate over the
Affordable Care Act into the debate
about the continuing resolution with
the idea that if we don’t, here in Con-
gress, capitulate on a previously en-
acted law that the House and the Sen-
ate agreed to, that the President
signed and the Supreme Court upheld,
if we don’t capitulate, that there will
be a shutdown of the government. So I
only wish it were true that not every-
body in this body wanted to avoid this
shutdown that is crippling our econ-
omy and hurting the American people.

There is something that we can do,
however, to get out of this, and it
would be simply to allow for a dose of
democracy in the House of Representa-
tives; because we know, and I have
talked to many Members on both sides
of the aisle, particularly Members on
the other side, and it is not just the 17
that have already declared their will-
ingness to buck the Tea Party leader-
ship—and essentially the leader of the
group in the House is the Senator from
Texas. More than 17 are willing to vote
for a clean bill to reopen government
so that we can get back to the business
of legislating. I think it is a big num-
ber. I suspect it might even be a major-
ity of the other side. The Senate would
approve it. It already has. The Presi-
dent said he would sign it, and a major-
ity of this House, probably a majority
of both parties, would approve a clean
resolution to reopen government so
that we can get on with the fights on
things that we don’t agree on. That’s
the way this democracy was designed.
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